Which is the first of all the commandments?
THURSDAY JUNE 4 (Mk 12, 28-34)
Jesus answers to the scribe by Deuteronomy’s Word. If we want to comprehend the truth of Jesus’ answer it is necessary substituting the word ‘love’ with the word ‘obedience.’ “Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall obey the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.” As well, for the second it is necessary to replacing the word ‘love’ with ‘obedience’: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself, obeying to every Law and Commandment that the Lord gave you, when He commanded you to love your neighbor as yourself.” It is manifested God’s will that in His Law nothing should be added neither subtracted. What the Law requires must be fulfilled. What it forbids must not be done: “Now therefore, Israel, hear the statutes and ordinances I am teaching you to observe, that you may live, and may enter in and take possession of the land which the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. In your observance of the commandments of the LORD, your God, which I am commanding you, you shall not add to what I command you nor subtract from it. See, I am teaching you the statutes and ordinances as the LORD, my God, has commanded me, that you may observe them in the land you are entering to possess. Observe them carefully, for this is your wisdom and discernment in the sight of the peoples, who will hear of all these statutes and say, “This great nation is truly a wise and discerning people.” For what great nation is there that has gods so close to it as the LORD, our God, is to us whenever we call upon him? Or what great nation has statutes and ordinances that are as just as this whole law which I am setting before you today?” (Dt 4,1.8). Without the obedience to the Lord’s Law, to His Commandments, there is no love, no justice, and no truth. 

One of the scribes, when he came forward and asked him, “Which is the first of all the commandments?” Jesus replied, “The first is this: ‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” The scribe said to him, “Well said, teacher. You are right in saying, ‘He is One and there is no other than he.’ And ‘to love him with all your heart, with all your understanding, with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself’ is worth more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” And when Jesus saw that [he] answered with understanding, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And no one dared to ask him any more questions.
Jesus has taken to fulfilment the Law of Moses. Today God and the neighbor both have to be loved by the Law of Christ the Lord. Here it is an example of Laws and Prophets fulfilment: “﻿I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter into the kingdom of heaven. ﻿“You have heard that it was said to your ancestors, ‘You shall not kill; and whoever kills will be liable to judgment.’ ﻿But I say to you, whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment, and whoever says to his brother, ‘Raqa,’ will be answerable to the Sanhedrin, and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ will be liable to fiery Gehenna. ﻿“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you, everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. ﻿“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife must give her a bill of divorce.’ But I say to you, whoever divorces his wife (unless the marriage is unlawful) causes her to commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. (Cfr. Mt 5,1-48). The entire Law take to fulfilment by Christ Jesus has to be lived by the commandment of love that the Holy Spirit gave us: “Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, [love] is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury, does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” (1Cor 13,4-7). The love’s truth dwells in the full obedience to Christ the Lord and the Holy Spirit. The obedience is always toward the Word, by the Word. To think the obedience without the Word it is a monstrous falsehood and lie. Whoever obeys also loves. Whoever does not obey neither love. The obedience is due only to the Word.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints make us obedient to every Word of Christ the Lord.
